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A brief case-finding instrument for dementia (BASIC)

The Brief Assessment of Impaired Cognition (BASIC) was developed in 2017 to 2018 as a brief and accurate
case-finding instrument for dementia and cognitive impairment. Previous research indicates that combining
cognitive tests with informant and self-report may improve accuracy in dementia case-finding. BASIC
integrates these three sources of information.

The Danish College of General Practitioners recommends BASIC for assessment of patients with symptoms
of dementia in general practice.

So far, BASIC has been validated in three larger studies. In 2018 to 2019 it was validated in five Danish
memory clinics in patients aged 65 years or above. A total of 300 cases and 135 controls were included in
the validation. Head-to head comparison of the sensitivity and specificity of BASIC and MMSE showed that
BASIC has significantly higher discriminant validity than MMSE.

In 2021 to 2022 BASIC was validated in 14 general practice clinics across Denmark involving 275 patients
aged 70 years or above.

In 2023 to 2024 BASIC was validated in multicultural memory clinic samples across six European countries
including Italy, Spain, Denmark, the Netherlands, France and the United Kingdom. The validation study
involved 479 participants of which 169 had immigrant background.

BASIC is available in multiple languages. Please, contact Kasper Jargensen for further information.

Download the English version of BASIC

Video manual for BASIC (in English)

The English version of BASIC is available as online supplemental material in the International Journal of
Geriatric Psychiatry. An Excel scoring assistant for BASIC is also available. The scoring assistant must be
downloaded and saved before use.

BASIC may be used without restrictions for clinical and research purposes.

Neuropsychologist Kasper Jargensen
niels.kasper.joergensen@regionh.dk (Please note that this email service is not encrypted.)

Publications

assessment with patient and informant report. Int J Geriatr Psychiatry. 2019;34(11):1724-33.

Jorgensen K, Nielsen TR, Nielsen A, et al. Validation of the Brief Assessment of Impaired Cognition and the Brief Assessment of Impaired Cognition Questionnaire for
identification of mild cognitive impairment in @ memory clinic setting. Int J Geriatr Psychiatry. 2020;35(8):907-15.

Jorgensen K, Nielsen TR, Nielsen A, Waldorff FB, Hogh P, Gottrup H, et al. Validity of the Brief Assessment of Impaired Cognition case-finding instrument for identification of
dementia subgroups and staging_of dementia. Eur J Neurol. 2022;30(3):578-86.

Jorgensen K, Nielsen TR, Nielsen A, Oxboll AB, Gemer SD, Waldorff FB, et al. Diagnostic accuracy of the Brief Assessment of Impaired Cognition case-finding instrument in a
general practice setting and comparison with other widely used brief cognitive tests-a cross-validation study. Eur J Neurol. 2024:16418.

Rune Nielsen T, Jorgensen K, Canevelli M, Pomati S, Delgado-Alvarez A, Franzen S, et al. Validation of the Brief Assessment of Impaired Cognition and Brief Assessment of
Impaired Cognition Questionnaire in a multicultural memory clinic sample across six European countries. J Alzheimers Dis. 2025

Matias-Guiu JA, Delgado-Alvarez A. Novel cognitive screening tests to address new clinical priorities and cultural diversity. Eur J Neurol. 2023;30(4):799-801.

https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/early-diagnosis-symptoms-and-outcome 2/7


https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/brief-assessment-impaired-cognition-basic
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/tools-and-materials?vn=633_2024062215391577489932026328
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/gps.5188
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/sites/default/files/inline-files/BASIC%20scoring%20program%20English%20B.xlsx
mailto:niels.kasper.joergensen@regionh.dk
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31389089/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32291812/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36380695/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39045891/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40084662/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36445003/

04/04/2025 Early diagnosis, symptoms and outcome

NATIONALT
VIDENSCENTER
FOR DEMENS

https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/early-diagnosis-symptoms-and-outcome 3/7



04/04/2025 Early diagnosis, symptoms and outcome

NATIONALT
VIDENSCENTER
FOR DEMENS

A brief questionnaire for identification of cognitive impairment in
community settings (BASIC-Q)

The Brief Assessment of Impaired Cognition Questionnaire (BASIC-Q) was developed and validated in 2018
to 2019. The rationale was to develop a questionnaire-based version of BASIC (BASIC-Q) for identification of
cognitive impairment in community settings. Previous research indicates that combining brief cognitive
assessment with informant and self-report may improve accuracy in dementia case-finding. BASIC-Q
integrates assessment of orientation with informant and self-report.

BASIC-Q is used by primary healthcare professionals in the City of Copenhagen for assessement of older
citizens with cognitive symptoms.

So far, BASIC-Q has been validated in four larger studies. In 2018 to 2019 it was validated in five Danish
memory clinics in patients aged 65 years or above. A total of 300 cases and 135 controls were included in
the validation.

In 2021 BASIC-Q was validated among 2,144 Chinese community-dwelling older adults aged 60-99 years.

In 2021 to 2022 BASIC-Q was validated in 14 general practice clinics across Denmark involving 275 patients
aged 70 years or above.

In 2023 to 2024 BASIC-Q was validated in multicultural memory clinic samples across six European
countries including Italy, Spain, Denmark, the Netherlands, France and the United Kingdom. The validation
study involved 479 participants of which 169 had immigrant background.

BASIC-Q is available in multiple languages. Please, contact Kasper Jgrgensen for further information.

The BASIC-Q record form in English is available here

The BASIC-Q manual in English is available here

Video manual for BASIC-Q (in English)

The English version of BASIC-Q is available as online supplemental material in the International Journal of
Geriatric Psychiatry. An Excel scoring sheet for BASIC-Q is also available.

BASIC-Q may be used without restrictions for clinical and research purposes.

Contact
Neuropsychologist Kasper Jargensen
niels.kasperjoergensen@regionh.dk (Please note that this email service is not encrypted.)
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Questionnaire in Community-Dwelling Older Adults. Front Public Health. 2022;10:908827

Identification and diagnostic evaluation of possible dementia in
general practice (the HUSK-study)

The aim of the HUSK - study was to investigate the rate of diagnostic evaluation of dementia for patients in
whom a suspicion of dementia was raised, and to investigate reasons why a diagnostic evaluation was not
always performed.

In the study participated 17 practices comprising a total of 24 GPs in the central district of Copenhagen.

Patients aged 65 years or older consulting their GP, regardless of reason for the encounter, were asked to
participate in the study. In total 793 patients were included in the cohortin 2002. The cohort have been

followed in the Danish national health registries in the years after inclusion.
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Earliest memory symptoms in Alzheimer’s disease (MYSELF)

Subjective Memory Symptoms in the Earliest Clinical Phases of Alzheimer’s Disease (MYSELF) is a ongoing
project focusing on possible impairments in personal memory (autobiographical memory) and sense of
identity in the earliest phases of Alzheimer’s disease (AD). Patients with amnestic Mild Cognitive Impairment
due to AD, mild AD dementia and Subjective Cognitive Decline are included.

The project is supported by Alzheimerforskningsfonden (Danish Alzheimer Research Fund) andis a
collaboration between researchers at DDRC and at Department of Psychology, University of Copenhagen.
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Neuropsychologist, associate professor Asmus Vogel
Asmus.Vogel.0l@regionh.dk (Please note that this email service is not encrypted.)
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Quality of life in dementia

A variety of assessment tools have developed to examine the Quality of Life in persons with dementia. From
2009 to 2012 different Quality of Life scales were investigated in Danish cohorts. The purpose of these
studies was to assess the validity of different Quality of Life measures and to investigate the longitudinal
trajectories of Quality of Life in persons with mild Alzheimer’s disease as rated by patients and proxies.
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Early cognitive deficits in dementia - validating neuropsychological
tools

Neuropsychological dysfunction in the earliest phases of dementia diseases (especially Alzheimer’s disease)
has been a highly prioritized area of research in DDRC.

Several projects aiming at describing cognitive changes in Mild Cognitive Impairment and early stage
Alzheimer’s disease have been conducted with the overarching aim to develop and validate cognitive tests
for diagnosing and monitoring change in neurodegenerative dementia disease. Many of these tests have
been implemented as routine tools in everyday practice in Danish memory clinics.
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