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In Denmark dementia cases are registered in national health registers:

According to the Government Agency for Health Data the number of older Danes (aged 65+) registered with a
diagnosis of dementia increased from approx. 29,600 cases in 2010 to 38,725 cases in 2018 followed by a
stabilization around 38,660 cases until 2022.

Not everyone with dementia is, however, registered in the national registers. Based on European studies on
dementia prevalence it can be estimated that approximately 96,000 Danes in the age range 65 years of age or older
may have dementia. Although these estimates may be inaccurate, they indicate that dementia is probably
underdiagnosed.

Dementia in Denmark

The exact prevalence of dementia in among older Danes is unknown.

Approximately 3.3 % of the elderly population is diagnosed with

dementia according to national health registers but according to

epidemiological studies the number of dementia cases may be

substantially higher.

The Danish Health Data Authority’s register for selected chronic diseases and severe mental disorders

The National Patient Registry

The Psychiatric Central Registry

The Danish National Prescription Registry
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Approx. 3,000 Danes younger than 65 years of age are registered with a diagnosis of dementia but the validity of the
diagnosis in this age group is questionable. 

Due to a steady increase in average life expectancy and longevity, the number of Danes with dementia is expected
to pick up a slow increase over the next decades. A projection model based on data from national registers yields an
estimate of almost 50,000 registered cases of dementia in 2030. Women have a longer life expectancy than men
and a little more than 60% of the registered dementia cases are women.

Read more about dementia in Denmark:

Prevalence of dementia in Denmark

Projected prevalence of dementia in Denmark

Age and gender distribution in dementia

Distribution of dementia disorders

Mortality from dementia

Consumption of drugs for dementia

Costs associated with dementia

References

Taudorf L, Norgaard A, Islamoska S, Jorgensen K, Laursen TM, Waldemar G. Declining incidence of
dementia: A national registry-based study over 20 years. Alzheimer's & dementia : the journal of the
Alzheimer's Association. 2019;15(11):1383-91.

University of Copenhagen

Dementia in Europe Yearbook 2019. Alzheimer Europe; 2020.

Alzheimer Europe

The Government Agency for Health Data (Sundhedsdatastyrelsen)

The Government Agency for Health Data

The National Patient Registry (Landspatientregisteret)

The National Patient Registry

Statistics Denmark (StatBank Denmark)

Statistics Denmark

https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/incidence-dementia-denmark
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/projected-prevalence-dementia-denmark
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/age-and-gender-distribution-dementia
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/distribution-dementia-disorders
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/mortality-dementia
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/consumption-drugs-dementia
https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/costs-associated-dementia
https://publichealth.ku.dk/staff/?pure=en/publications/declining-incidence-of-dementia-a-national-registrybased-study-over-20-years%2871635f39-b02d-46ab-a9af-5dc6053c93e5%29.html
https://www.alzheimer-europe.org/Publications/Dementia-in-Europe-Yearbooks
https://www.esundhed.dk/
https://sundhedsdatastyrelsen.dk/da/registre-og-services/om-de-nationale-sundhedsregistre/sygedomme-laegemidler-og-behandlinger/landspatientregisteret
https://www.dst.dk/en


18/08/2023 Dementia in Denmark

3 / 3https://videnscenterfordemens.dk/en/dementia-denmark

Latest update: 04. December 2020


